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History 

1954 directors of IASCD. From left, front row: Jesse Basil, Prairie; ER “Dick” Buehler, Pocatello; Frank Goodwin, Sweet; 
and Wilfrid Jensen, Rexburg. From left, back row: GB “Slats” Wilson, Culdesac; Donald J. Jensen, St. Maries; Don 
Fredericksen Gooding; and Thure Anderson, Roberts. 



A New Partnership 

Dust Storm, Holbrook, 1936 

Idaho Farm, 1937 



What We Do 

 Conservation, 
the Idaho way 

 Voluntary, non-
regulatory 

 Doing more 
with less 

 



Our Goal 

Using Idaho’s natural resources to the 
benefit of the people, while maintaining 
and improving them for future 
generations. 



Organizational Chart 



Where We Serve 



Legislative District 31 

 SWCC partners: Central Bingham, North Bingham, and South 
Bingham SWCDs 

 



Legislative District 28 

Jim Guthrie, Sr., Inkom 

 SWCC partners: Portneuf & Power SWCDs 

 



Legislative District 23 

Ira Brackett, Castleford 

 SWCC partners: Balanced Rock, Bruneau River, Elmore, and Owyhee SWCDs 

 



Legislative District 32 

 SWCC partners: Bear Lake, Caribou, East Side, Franklin, Oneida, and 
Teton SWCDs 

 



Legislative District 10 

 SWCC partner: Canyon SWCD 

 



Legislative District 3 

 SWCC partner: Kootenai-Shoshone SWCD 

Before 

After 



Legislative District 25 

 SWCC partners: North Side, Snake River, and Twin Falls SWCDs 



Legislative District 18 & 19 

 SWCC partner: Ada SWCD 

Porous/Pervious 
Pavement, Boise 
Watershed 
Education Facility 



Core Functions 

 Technical and 
other District 
Support Services 

 Conservation 
Programs 

 Administration 

 



Core Functions: Technical Support 

 Provide technical & other support to 50 Conservation 
Districts. In FY 2012, key accomplishments included: 

District Allocations $1,053,200 

Assist with five-year antidegradation plans  50 districts 

Technical Assistance to Districts 
     # of districts with projects 
     # of new projects 
     # of ongoing projects 
     # of landowners served 

 
35 out of 50 

47 
45 

271 

Significant outreach visits, multiple working groups to increase participation in SWCC 
planning including technical assistance allocation process, listening sessions, trainings, 
etc.  



Conservation Programs 
 Provide conservation programs via incentive-based and 

comprehensive programs that steward natural resources, 
benefit agriculture and protect Idaho’s traditional way of 
life/economic prosperity 

Resource Conservation & Rangeland Development Program (RCRDP) 
• # of Loans FY 2013-131 
• # of Idaho acres impacted by conservation 
• # of loans FY 2012-158 

 
$4,973,456 

40,574 
6,185,790 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
• Total Contracts 
• Total Acres 

 
157 

17,210 

Nitrate Priority Areas/Groundwater 
• Acres treated with best management practices 
• Nitrates reduced (lbs.) 
• Phosphorus reduced (lbs.) 
• Sediment reduced (tons) 

 
40,606 

151,020 
28,677 

144,482 



Total Maximum Daily Load Plans 

Resources Dedicated to  
TMDL Plans 

• 60 person months in 2007 
• 27 person months in 2012 



TMDL Workload 

TMDL Quick Facts 
 1 person = 1.3 plans/yr. 
 9 person months/plan 
 10 “backlogged” plans in 

progress 
 8 plans past target due date 
 13 addendums/up to 7 plans 

anticipated to come out of 
addendum process, 15 in FY 
2014  – 2wks/addendum 

 DEQ approves ave. 7 
TMDLs/yr. 

 7 5-year reviews in progress 
 DEQ approves ave. 5 

reviews/yr. 
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Services & Programs 
Program/Services Statute Status 

District Support 

Technical Assistance, Comprehensive 
Conservation and other support, District 
Allocations, & Antidegradation (5 Year) Plans 

 I.C. § 22-2716, et. Seq. §22-2727; 
§39-3601, et. seq. 

Priority 

Conservation Programs (incentive) 

Resource Conservation and Rangeland 
Development  Program (RCRDP) 

I.C. §22-2730-32 Priority 

State Revolving Fund I.C. §§39-3626, et. seq.; §22-2735 
Federal: Clean Water Act (PL 92-
500) 

Priority 

Water Quality Program for Ag (WQPA) State: §22-2734 
IDAPA 02.05.03 
Federal: Clean Water Act (PL 92-
500) 

Inactive 

Conservation Improvement Grants §22-2733 Inactive 

Working Landscapes Planning stages Inactive 



Services & Programs cont. 
Program/Services Statute Status 

Conservation Programs (comprehensive) 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) §22-2715, et. seq.; 2005 House Bills 373 
and 392; MOU between State of Idaho 
and USDA Federal: 16 U.S.C. § 3830, et 
seq. 

Priority 

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation 
Plans 

State: §39-3601, et. seq. 
Federal: Clean Water Act (PL 92-500) 

Priority 

Idaho Groundwater Quality Plan §22-2716, et. seq.; 
 §39-3601, et. seq. 

Maintenance of effort 

Idaho Ag Pollution Abatement Plan State: §39-3601, et. seq. 
IDAPA 02.03.01 
IDAPA 02.05.02 
Federal: Clean Water Act (PL 92-500, 
§208) 

Maintenance of effort 

Idaho OnePlan  §22-2718 (4)(f) Maintenance of effort 

Carbon Sequestration  §22-5201, et. seq. Inactive 

Watershed Improvement Districts §42-3701, et. seq. Maintenance of effort 

Administration (includes agency management & reporting,  
transparency, partner participation, communication, 
collaboration, etc.) 

 I.C. §22-2727 et. seq.; and other relevant 
administrative codes 

Priority 



Communication & Outreach 

 BUILDING DISTRICT 
SUPPORT 
 Significant Outreach 
 Strategic Planning – 

Collaboratively 
 Including Districts on 

SWCC Interview Panels 
 Listening Session 
 New Conservation 

Partnership Agreement 
 Expanding 

Participation Methods 
(live streaming, video) 

 



Results 

Resource Conservation & Rangeland Development Program (RCDP) 
• # of Loans FY 2013-131 
• # of Idaho acres impacted by conservation 
• # of loans FY 2012-158 

 
$4,973,456 

40,574 
6,185,790 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
• Total Contracts 
• Total Acres 

 
157 

17,210 

Nitrate Priority Areas/Groundwater 
• Acres treated with best management practices 
• Nitrated reduced (lbs.) 
• Phosphorus reduced (lbs.) 
• Sediment reduced (tons) 

 
40,606 

151,020 
28,677 

144,482 



Major Trends & Challenges 
 Urban growth producing 

land use conflicts 

 Growing demands, 
shrinking resources 

 Water quality issues a 
growing priority 

 Increased federal 
regulation 

 Endangered species 
issues 

 



Solutions: Adjusting to our Realities 

 Prioritizing 

 Streamlining 

 Focusing on our core 
responsibilities 

 Doing more with less 

 



Conservation the Idaho Way 

 Using, protecting 
and improving our 
natural resources 

 Voluntary, not 
regulatory 

 Focus on local 
needs 
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