
 

  
Gem Soil and Water Conservation District 

 Significant 2013 Projects 

 
The Gem SWCD worked with the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) to provide 4 landown-

ers cost-share to install best management practices 

through EQIP (Environmental Quality  Incentives 

Program), and the Organic Initiative. 

319 funds were instrumental  in the installation of a  

pivot irrigation system on the Emmett bench with an 

estimated sediment load reduction of 234 tons annu-

ally on 125 acres into the Lower Payette River.  

              
Drip Irrigation                 
System under 

Mint  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

360 acres were contracted to install Best Manage-

ment Practices and address natural resource con-

cerns. Some of the practices were: 

 

Drip Irrigation 

Irrigation Systems—Linear, pivot, pods 

Windbreaks 

Fire Break Green Strip 

Cover Crop 

Prescribed Grazing 

Dryland Pasture Planting 

Spring Development / Livestock Well 

Pipeline 

  

Funds awarded to the Gem SWCD by the Idaho Soil 

& Water Conservation Commission for Capacity 

Building were spent on a Summer Tour. The tour 

included the first Linear irrigation system in Gem 

County, a Mint Distillery , and a  

Drip irrigation system under 

mint, highlighted by servicing all 

participants a wonderful lunch at 

the cooperators home. 

 

1805 Highway 16 

Emmett, Idaho 83617 

Phone: 208/365-4212 

Fax:  208/365-7183 

 

SWCD Board Meetings: First Monday 

sheryl.stelling@id.nacdnet.net 

Top 5 Natural Resource Concerns 

 
1. Water Quality 

2. Irrigated Cropland 

3. Urban 

4. Information and Education 

5. District Operations 

2013 Revenue 
County Funding  $     5,000.00 

State Funding        15,340.73 

Federal Grants      128,129.70 

NRCS Funds        94,766.06 

Landowner Match  $   52,121.02                     

Total    $ 295,357.51 
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                   Education/Outreach  

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

          Speech contest winners  for  all Divisions during the 

Fall IASCD Conference (State competition)  

   

  

 Sponsored a District Speech Contest. The win-

ning contestant also placed second at Division. 

 Sponsored 247 fifth grade students in the poster 

contest. 

 Sent four students to the Natural Resource 

Camp in Ketchum, sponsoring each half of the 

registration. 

 Distributed 268 Blue Spruce tree seedlings to 

third graders during Arbor Day and explained 

the importance of planting a tree/renewable 

resources. 

 Published a district newsletter to keep  farmers 

and ranchers in the District informed, mailing 

to 762 subscribers. 
 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 1st, 3rd & 4th—Carberry 

  

      

                                                       2nd—Shadow Butte 

 

  Poster Contest Winners at District Level 

Future Plans/Projects 

 
The 5-Year Plan of Work continues to be the focus 

and guiding document for the Gem SWCD. Some of 

the information for statutory requirements are: 

Load reductions- 

Lower Payette River - 33% for bacteria at the conflu-

ence of the Lower Payette River and the Snake River. 

Snake River – Hells Canyon TMDL – 30% for phos-

phorus . 

Bissel Creek – 34% reduction in sediment  

             87% reduction in bacteria 

 

The Gem SWCD will continue to promote natural 

resource conservation through outreach and educa-

tion programs for local youth, landowners, and future 

farmers and ranchers.   

 

Future workshops to educate landowners are in the 

planning stages and one should be ready by spring of 

2014.   

 

Education to landowners, students, and the general 

public is a priority with the Gem SWCD and one that 

requires continued commitment and participation in 

activities such as National Stewardship Week with 

the Poster and Speech Contests, Arbor Day, Ag Day 

and other means of education or information on natu-

ral resources. 

The District’s mission is to set high standards for conservation of soil, water and related natural resources and encourage 

cooperation among landowners, government agencies, private organizations and elected officials, through education, tech-

nical support and financial assistance. 
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  Cliff Fivecoat 

  Tim McFarlane 




