
Payette SWCD  JoAnn Smith-Chair 
501 N 16th St STE 102  208-642-4402 
Payette ID 83661  www.payetteswcd.org 

District Documents 

Prepared by Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission 

Payette Soil and Water Conservation District 
Fact Sheet 

General Information:  The Payette Soil and Water 
Conservation District was organized in 1958.  The 
district contains 259,130 acres, of which 147,014 
acres are in farmland. Soil erosion associated with 
irrigation continues to be the main natural resource 
concern. They continue to provide technical, 
financial and educational resources to the 
landowners of the Payette SWCD in an effort to 
meet their conservation needs in soil, water, and 
other resources. 

Mission (or Function):    
• Educate the public, teachers, and students 

about natural resources conservation. 
• Increase public awareness of the importance of 

conserving their natural resources. 
• Meet state water quality rules, regulation, and 

requirements. 
• Work with cooperators to plan and implement 

BMPs to conserve Soil and Water. 

FY 2013 Accomplishments: 
• Organized a 2-day education program and 

compost workshop, which included 
presentations on the role of biology and micro-
organisms in improving soil condition and crop 
productivity. 

• Provided administrative support for the Lower 
Payette River Watershed Advisory group, in 
order to develop the Willow Creek TMDL with 
stream assessments provided by SWCC. 

• Awarded Section 319 grant to aid the Lower 
Payette Ditch Company in reducing sediments in 
their irrigation canal system and the Payette, 
Snake and Weiser Rivers to offer technical 
assistance and financial incentives to install 
BMPs for landowners above the canal. 

 
 
 
 

Future Plans and Projects 
• Continue to provide landowner and entities in 

Payette County with projects to improve water 
quality in the TMDL-listed Payette and Snake 
Rivers and their tributaries. 

• Organize and present the 5th Annual Soil Health 
Symposium 
 

 
       Before: Wetland before restoration On Payette Ditch Wetland 

 
         After: Restoration Completed 

 
 

FY 2013 District Funding: 
      Base Allocation  $               8,500  
      Local Funding     
      Capacity Building     $               2,000 
      State Match ______ 

 
 $               10,500  
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