
Snake River Soil and Water Conservation District

Address: 1441 Fillmore St. #A 
            Twin Falls, ID 83301
Phone:      (208) 733-5380 ext. 3
FAX:           (208) 733-734-5138 

http://tfconservation.org

Meets second Tuesday of each month

Top Five 
Natural Resource Concerns

1. Water Quantity
2. Cropland
3. Groundwater Protection
4. Animal Waste Management
5. Fish and Wildlife

2014 Revenue
State Grants and Services   $20,252.53
County General Services     $7,500
City General Services     $1,400

Total    $29,152.53

Recent Projects
Twin Falls Nitrate Priority
Cooperative Conservation
Partnership Initiative

Water sensor that was installed in a field south 
of Murtaugh and used for enhanced irrigation 
water management. 

The Snake River Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District is one of several partners involved 
in the Twin Falls Nitrate Priority Area CCPI 
(Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initia-
tive).

The first sign up was held in 2011 with three 
cooperators enrolling 300 acres. Cooperators 
agreed to use enhanced nutrient management 
and irrigation water management practices in 
return for cost-share to help implement those 
practices. Payment for those first three year 
contracts (which expired in 2014) were $10 
per acre for nutrient management and $25 per 
acre for irrigation water management. 

Cooperators were required to get soil sam-
ples every spring and then apply fertilizer 
according to the University of Idaho fertility 
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Snake River SWCD Supervisors: 
Matt Nail  Chair  432-5558 3968 N 3620 E, Kimberly, ID 83341
KC Williams Vice-char 736-2459 3634 N 3000 E, Twin Falls, ID 83301
Dave Sommer Sec./Treas.  734-2282 PO Box 2311, Twin Falls, ID 83301
Rob Champlin Member 734-0750 3850 N 3300 E, Kimberly, ID 83341 
Don Norris Member 733-8983 3552 N 3000 E, Twin Falls, ID 83301
Glen Gier  Member 539-0429 557 Smithwick Rd, Twin Falls, ID 83301
Dave Ramseyer Member 326-4774 2202 E 4200 N, Filer, ID 83328
Brian Olmstead Associate 420-3224 3128 E 33500 N, Twin Falls, ID 83301
Ron Jones  Associate 734-1394 3717 N 2544 E, Twin Falls, ID 83301

Educational Events

The Snake River SWCD is utilizing its  FY 
2014 Capacity Building Grant to update its 
website to improve communication with the 
general public and share information about 
projects or programs with landowners and 
operators. The district hired a professional web 
designer for this upgrade.

Capacity Building Grant
Snake River Soil and Water Conservation District

• Over 150 students from five elementary 
schools participated in the 2014 poster contest 
for elementary students. A speech contest for 
high school students is held each fall. 

• Provided 2 scholarships to students age 
12 to 14 to attend Natural Resource Camp.

• Provided 2 $1,500 scholarships to col-
lege students pursuing a degree in agriculture 
or natural resources.

• Participated in two conservation days at 
the Idaho State Capitol to share the conserva-
tion message with lawmakers and the general 
public.

• Snake River SWCD also participated 
in the 2014 Ag Pavillion at the Twin Falls 
County Fair, featuring the 2014 Soil and Water 
Stewardship theme — “Dig Deeper: Mysteries 
in the Soil.” The display featured the district’s 
involvement in Multi-Species Cover Crop 
Demonstration Project sponsored by the Twin 
Falls Soil and Water Conservation District.

guides. Weigh slips or other records from the 
fertilizer company were also required to pro-
vide documentation that the proper amount of 
commercial fertilizer was applied.

Irrigation water management seemed to have 
a greater payoff for the cooperators. One coop-
erator estimates he saved at least $45 per acre 
in reduced pumping costs by using the IWM 
tools to improve his irrigation efficiency. In ad-
dition to the cost savings, he was able to better 
keep nutrients in the root zone where plants 
could utilize them.

The district worked hard to secure coopera-
tors across the county utilizing different crop-
ping systems and also farming different soil 
types. A three-year contract has proven to be 
very successful in that it allows cooperators the 
first year to figure the tools out and two more 
years to implement those new tools.

The CCPI is a voluntary initiative through 
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. The Idaho Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Commission helped to write conservation 
plans for the cooperators. Howard Neibling, 
University of Idaho Extension Water Manage-
ment Engineer, helped cooperators implement 
the irrigation water management practices.

Two additional sign ups were held in 2012 
and 2013. A total of nearly 2,000 acres was 
enrolled in this program over the three signups.
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