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Soil and Water Conservation District 

  

West Cassia 

FY2014 Revenue    7/1/13-6/30/14 
$     8,820.00 Base Allocations- ISWCC 
$      4,223.01 Match Funding-ISWCC 
$         875.00 Capacity Building Funds-ISWCC 
$     3,000.00 Cassia County  
$     1,205.42 Project- Tree Sale (per district) 
$     5,550.00 Moisture Meter Rentals 
$     1,730.00 Administrative Funds 
$        405.00 Newsletter Advertiser payments 
        _________ 

$ 25,808.43 TOTAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission Statement 
 
To encourage responsible natural resource 
management and to implement conservation goals 
which improve air, soil, and water quality while 
improving wildlife habitat.  
 
To educate both youth and adults about our local 
conservation practices and needs.  

 
 
District Operations Accomplishments 
 
Seedling Tree Sale 
In early spring, West Cassia, Minidoka, and East 
Cassia SWCD’s held their annual Tree Sale, selling 
2,500 seedling trees to community patrons and 
landowners around the area. Patrons were able to 
buy large quantities of seedling trees for either 
landscaping needs or larger projects such as 
windbreaks. This is a great opportunity for the 
districts to reach out to the community and promote 
good conservation practices.  
 
 
 
 
 
Supervisor Board Meetings 
Board meetings, held monthly, were open to the 
public and budget and financial statements were 
available for review.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Priorities and Resource Concerns 
1. Water Resource  
  Encouraging good conservation practices which save water and 

reduce soil erosion, conversion to sprinkler systems, promote 
benefits of crop residue, conservation tillage, and cross slope 
farming practices.  

2. Rangeland  
 Education and encouragement of brush control, range seeding, 

pest control, fire control practices, drought concerns, stock water 
improvements, and planned grazing systems.  

3. Direct Seed and Cover Crops 
Encouraging farmers and landowners to implement new and 
innovative farm practices. Educate landowners on the benefits of 
such practices.  

4. Education 
Education is a huge benefactor to the districts. By educating 
students young, it helps them to understand the importance of 
being good stewards of the land. Another byproduct of educating 
children is that information is then passed on to the parents. 

 
 

 

1361 East 16th Street 
Burley, ID 83318 
PHONE: (208) 678-1225 x 100 
FAX: (208) 677-2070 
ewcswcd@pmt.org 
SWCD Board Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 
11:00  

mailto:ewcswcd@pmt.org
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Operations 
In February, board supervisors met with elected Cassia 
County Commissioners to review the proposed budget 
and activities as a basis for requesting county funding. 
The district was awarded an increase in funding from 
the Commissioners. 
 
Summer Picnic 
In July, West Cassia, together with East Cassia and 
Minidoka, held a Summer Picnic and invited County 
Commissioners to attend.  
 
Awards Banquet 
An Awards Banquet was held in March to honor 
landowners and farmers in the area who have been 
outstanding leaders in conservation efforts. West Cassia 
presented an award to a Cooperator.  
 
Meetings 
Supervisors attended the Fall Division IV meeting held 
in Twin Fall, as well as the IASCD annual Conference 
held in Lewiston.  
 
Project Support 
West Cassia, together with East Cassia and Minidoka, 
were awarded a Conservation Grant that allowed the 
districts to purchase two direct seed drills. The districts 
collaborated to bring a program to the area that would 
promote good conservation practices. The districts will 
rent the drills out to landowners for test plots, as well 
as offer cover crop seed to landowners up to 40 acres. 
The grant will have a duration of three years. 
 
Educational and Outreach 
Accomplishments  
 
West Cassia awarded two college scholarship of 
$500.00 each to high school seniors who will be 
majoring in an agricultural related field. One Natural 
Resource Camp scholarship was awarded. The district 
awarded 50.00 in Poster Contest awards. An award of 
$100.00 was given to the 1st place Speech Contestant. 
Donations were also given to support Envirothon, 
Forestry Contest, and the IASCD Conference. 
 

West Cassia Soil and Water Conservation District 

 
Together, East and West Cassia had a booth at the 
local fair educating patrons on windbreaks and 
seedling trees.  
 
West Cassia and East Cassia together distributed 
three newsletters to the community, educating locals 
on different conservation efforts.  
 
West Cassia Supervisors volunteered time to help 
with the Land and Soil Evaluation Event held on 
October 14th. FFA and 4H students from around the 
state gathered together to participate in the event.  
 
 
 

 
Future Projects 
 
In spring 2015, the districts will hold their yearly tree 
sale, selling seedling trees to the community and 
educating landowners on the benefits on windbreaks. 
 
The districts are currently working on building a 
website that will allow for information to be available 
to the public on conservation programs, the annual 
tree sale, student programs, rental information of the 
direct seed drills, newsletters, and general district 
information.  
 
The district will continue to work jointly with NRCS 
and the ISWCC to promote conservation programs.  
 
In February, the three districts will hold a Direct Seed 
Drill Workshop, which will educate landowners on the 
benefits of No-Till practices and cover crops.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Kunau  Chairman 137 N Hwy 77 Declo, ID 83323  richardkunau@gmail.com  
K Wells   Vice Chairman 2073 Poleline Road Oakely, ID 83346 gkwells@pmt.org 
Kathy Poulton  Treasurer 2200 S 605 W Oakley, ID 83346  poukathy@pmt.org 
Ken Black  Member  352 S Hwy 27 Burley, ID 83318  ken.nina@msn.com 
Brent Stoker  Member  745 E 500 S Burley, ID 83318  bstoker@safelink.net 
 

West Cassia SWCD Board of Supervisors 
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