
Criteria for Evaluating Requests for Specialized Technical Assistance
1) Does the proposed activity address a natural resources conservation priority identified in the conservation district’s 5-year or annual work plan? yes/no 
Weight: 0-12 (Dependent upon the number of priorities addressed, e.g., award 4 points for each district priority addressed, to a maximum of 12 points.)   Click here to enter priorities.
	
2) Has the district provided documentation of support for the proposed activity, including: a) letters in support of the proposed activity from landowners and producers within the project area, and; b) letters in support of the proposed activity from entities which will be contributing resources towards project implementation? yes/no 
Weight: 0-12 (Dependent upon the number of letters of support, e.g., award 2 points per support letter, to a maximum of 12 points.)   Click here to list letters.
	
3) Have the necessary steps been taken to ensure that the district will be able to utilize the assistance being requested within the time-frame indicated in the request for assistance? yes/no
Weight: 0-11 (Dependent upon evidence that the district has considered and made plans to procure necessary permits, contractor services, etc.)   Click here to enter steps taken.

4) Has the conservation district identified adequate resources to ensure that the objectives of the proposed project will be achieved? yes/no 
Weight: 0-11 (Dependent upon evidence of sufficient partner resources to complete the project. Projects with secure adequate resources in place will receive more points than projects without.)   Click here to add resources.
	
5)   Has the district requesting assistance received activity- or project-specific comprehensive or specialized technical assistance from SWC within the last three years?   yes/no
Weight: 0-11 (A “No” response is awarded 11 ranking points; a “Yes” response is awarded 0 ranking points.)   

6)   If the answer to question 5 is “yes”, were the objectives of the activity or project which SWC provided assistance for achieved in a timely fashion? yes/no
Weight: 0-10 (10 points awarded for a “yes” response. 0 –
9 points awarded for “no” responses, dependent upon the degree to which previous failures were due to factors under the districts control.)   If no please explain.

7)   Is the requested assistance necessary in order to address an urgent or emergency need?   yes/no
Weight: 0-10 (Maximum points awarded to emergency needs, i.e., projects which address natural resources disasters. Examples of emergency needs would be projects to rehabilitate resources impacted by wildfire, flood, or similar disasters.)   If yes what type of emergency.

8)   Will the proposed project deliver quantifiable natural resources benefits?   yes/no   
Weight: 0-8 (The greater the projects potential positive effect on natural resources quality, the more points will be awarded).   Click here to enter benefits.

9)   Does the proposed project address the need for on-going operations and maintenance of the planned practices in order to ensure that conservation benefits are sustainable over time?   yes/no  
[bookmark: Text1]Weight: 0-7 (The more comprehensive the operations and maintenance plan developed by the district is, the greater the number of points will be awarded.)   Click here to describe types of operations

10) Is the assistance required for use as either in-kind or hard match in order to enable the district to qualify for a specific grant or cost-share program opportunity?   yes/no
Weight: 0-5 (Award maximum points if SWCC assistance is absolutely necessary in order for the district to qualify for essential third-party project funding.)   Click here to enter grant or cost share.


11) Will the requested specialized technical assistance help the district to develop a plan for a potential future project?   yes/no
Weight: 0-5 (Award maximum points for projects which will generate technical data essential to conservation and implementation plan development.)   Click here to enter future projects.


12) Does the proposed project include plans to publicize project outcomes?   yes/no
Weight: 0-5 (A “no” response is awarded 0 points and a “yes” response is awarded 5 points.)


13) Have entities other than the conservation district indicated a willingness to commit resources towards implementation of the proposed project?   yes/no
Weight: 0-5 (Award maximum points to requests with greatest level of resource commitment from third-parties such as local, state, federal and non- governmental agencies, landowners, and others.)
Click here to list all partners.


14) Does the district have technical staff or other resources which will be committed to the project?   yes/no
Weight: 0-2 (Award maximum points to requests from districts which are able to commit the greatest level of district resources to the project. District resources may include the time and expertise of district board supervisors, staff, and local volunteers, as well as equipment.)   Click here to list resources.
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