East Cassia |
Soil and Water ey
- Conservation District |

1361 E. 16th St. Burley, Idaho 83318
Phone: 678-1225

Idaho Soil & Water Conservation Commission
Technical Assistance Request for FY2020

Technical Assistance Time Requested: . EAST CASSIA SWCD
40 Hours for evaluation of soil health and testing

Project Description:

East Cassia SWCD is participating in a soil health protocol to be performed over a 5-year
period across Division IV. Soil sampling will be coordinated and soils will be collected for
assessment of standard attributes (Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium, Organic matter, etc.) as well
as soil health attributes such as microbial biomass, carbon to nitrogen ratio, and microbial
functional groups. In order to capture the best expression of microbial activity, samples will be
taken when plants are up but not close to harvest. A complete test will occur in years 1, 3, and 5.
The standard tests will run each year. We are working in-conjunction with other districts and the
NRCS who in-turn is collaborating with University of Idaho Extension. Producers using soil
health practices as well as those using conventional practices will be encouraged to participate.
We will be looking to find 3 or more differing fields to participate in this testing. NRCS, U of I
Extension, and the District will provide sampling personnel in conjunction with the technical
assistance that is being requested.

Participating producers will provide some basic information in regards to cropping,
tillage, and inputs for their field of interest. As we continue to adopt soil health practices from
other states, we find it important to get information pertinent to our area in order to measure the
difference occurring in our soils throughout our district and division.

East Cassia Soil and Water Conservation District (ECSWCD) would like to request 40
hours of technical assistance from the SWC to assist with this 5-year soil testing project across
Division IV. The 40 hours that WCSWCD is requesting will be coordinated and completed
throughout the year as possible and per protocol. The deliverables for these hours is listed below:

The deliverables of these hours is listed below:

1. Coordination with other participating districts in the division
2. Planning the timing of the soil sampling

3. Training and collaborating with those selected to take samples
4. Taking soil samples
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