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USDA opens 2" Round of CREP enrollments; applications due by May 1
Near-record number of Idaho producers signed up for CREP in 1 round

BOISE - (April 14, 2026) — The U.S. Department of Agriculture has opened a second round of
enrollment for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) this year, with a quick
deadline coming up on May 1 for new applications.

CREP is a partnership program between the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the State of
Idaho that provides incentive payments to farmers to idle marginal irrigated cropland and
conserve groundwater. Producers enroll in CREP through the FSA. Rob Sharpnack, Idaho CREP
Manager for the Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission, provides technical assistance
for producers.

Southern Idaho farmers showed strong interest in CREP during the previous enrollment period
Feb. 12-March 20, with 38 new contracts approved, covering 102 farm fields and 3,243 acres in
five counties, according to Sharpnack.

Because of the strong interest, “It is absolutely great to have a second enrollment period for CREP
to allow for additional signups that didn’t quite make it during the first enrollment period,”
Sharpnack said. “It’s also possible that some producers didn’t hear about it until it was too late to
submit an application.”

Farmers who enroll in CREP must make a 10-year commitment in the contracts, idle farmland,
voluntarily pause their water right for the contract term (some irrigation may be used for vegetation
establishment), and convert acreage into permanent vegetative cover.

In return, the producers receive federal annual rental payments and state cost-share assistance.
The Idaho Water Resource Board has increased the budget for state cost-share assistance for
producers who sign up for the CREP program. The Board’s interest mainly is tied to the reduction
in groundwater withdrawals from the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer (ESPA), officials said.


mailto:rob.sharpnack@swc.idaho.gov

Future groundwater savings as a result of the recent CREP enrollments willamount to about 6,487
acre-feet per year over the 10-year life on the contracts, Sharpnack said.

With many commodity prices below the break-even point for producers, and some farmers facing
the possibility that they may be exceeding their water allotments under the 2024 Water Settlement
Agreement, enrolling some acres in CREP is considered an attractive option right now, officials
said.

In the first round in 2026, “We had one of the largest new enrollments in CREP since the program
began 20 years ago,” Sharpnack said.

For more information about signing up for the program, contact Sharpnack at 208-810-0768 or
email rob.sharpnack@swec.idaho.gov.

Lemhi Co.™
Fed. $62.00
State $8.06

Clark Co.
Fed. $136.00
State $17.68

_Fr_e;nom Co.
Fe.d. $167.00
State $21.71

Custer Co.
Fed. $73.00
State $9.49

Jefferson Co. Madison Co.
Fed. $147.00 Fed. $180.00
State $19.11 State $23.4

Butte Co.
Fed. $155.00
State $20.15

Bonneville Co.
Fed. $126.004%
State $16.38

Ada Co. Blaine Co.
Fed. $174.00 0 Fed. $98.00
26 fed525600) State $12.74 Bingham{Goy

State $22/62 . S R Clfza
: SRS
(Recl 5660 @oatling Qe
[StatelsA6t28] [Red) SECRAD Lincoln|Gos
fState}s50/56] Fed. $242.00
State $31.46

Jenenin @, (Rowericos
rec¥s374100] [Recdl SPPAG0

State 52816 fstatetsza'o]

Twin]Falls[Goy
Fedh GRG0 Easa@a,
FSTeYs 2066, Fedl GEBRED
Sete$I520
State $13.52

Map shows federal and state crop rental rates by county for CREP enrollees.
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